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The CMYK color code is an additive model with percentages of Cyan, 

Magenta, Yellow and Black. For example: the CMYK color for Devo-

nian (20/40/75/0) is a mixture of 20% Cyan, 40% Magenta, 75% 

Yellow and 0% Black. 

 

The CMYK values are the primary reference system for designating 

the official colors for these geological units.

The CMYK color code gives the official values only for Cyan (C), 

Magenta (M) and Yellow (Y). 

 Users may adapt the codes to other purposes by adjusting the K 

(grayness) value to obtain a modified hue.  This option allows a 

flexible use of this reference system.

The conversion from the reference CMYK values to the RGB codes 

utilizes Adobe® Illustrator® CS3’s color function of “Emulate Adobe® 

Illustrator® 6.0” (menu Edit / Color Settings / Settings).

The RGB color code is an additive model of Red, Green and 

Blue.  

Each is indicated on a scale from 0 (no pigment) to 255 

(saturation of this pigment).  For example:  “Devonian 

(203/140/205)” indicates a mixture of 203 Red, 140 Green and 

205 Blue.

The conversion from the reference CMYK values to the RGB codes

utilizes Adobe® Illustrator® CS3’s color function of

“Emulate Adobe® Illustrator® 6.0” (menu Edit / Color Settings / 

Settings).

For color conversions using a program other than Adobe® 

Illustrator®, it is necessary to conserve the reference CMYK, 

even if the resulting RGB values are slightly different.

Color composition by J.M. Pellé (BRGM, France) 2008

Technical review by C. Vinnemann (BGR, Germany)
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